Bicep Album PR

The Belfast-born, London-based duo of Matt McBriar and Andy Ferguson aka Bicep will release their self-titled debut album on 1st September 2017 via Ninja Tune. It’s a record that truly encapsulates their history and the distillation of their passion for music and club culture since their first release in 2010. The duo have pulled off the rarest of feats, to make a singularly unique electronic record founded on the blueprint of classic house, techno, electro and Italo disco, but flipped and morphed into a fresh design bearing the unique Bicep sonic signature. It’s a perfectly succinct album: loose, raw and energetic enough for the dancefloor, yet refined, artfully composed and contemplative enough for home listening. The record has a distinctly human edge.

Rooted in technical experimentalism, but with an overriding desire to place melody at the heart of the record, “Bicep” reflects the duo’s boundless approach to music making. “We were more open when entering the studio because we knew we didn’t have to stick to the ‘function’ of the club. This was a first step to being more free,” says Andy. The album was constructed from a constant rotation of about 60 tracks using a rotating cast of gear. “We might work on something for 2 hours and then move on to start something new if we felt uninspired,” explain Matt and Andy. With tracks in a constant state of flux, they would revisit older compositions with newly-acquired and rare pieces of hardware to instil a little melodious trickery and maximise individuality. This process of cross-pollination brought cohesion to the album while the process of ruthlessly stripping back tracks to their essence to isolate the one or two hair-raising elements of an original demo maximised the musicality and emotive quality of the record.

The artwork for “Bicep” - created by Portuguese atelier The Royal Studio - reflects not only Matt and Andy’s ambitions to step up from don-status in the underground to be taken seriously as album artists on a worldwide platform, but also shares many of the processes that they drew on in the production of the music: collaboration, extensive revisions and reworking, self-editing, and employing a blend of analogue and electronic techniques.

“Beginning our quest to find multiple interpretations we started a collaborative design vortex, invited Lyft, Ana Types Type and Xesta to step right in and to generate analogue graphics as systematic abstractions that would allow in numerous digital compositions, free from the individual and in tune with the audio,” explains João from The Royal Studio.

Lead single ‘Aura’ is a complex and propulsive club track that admirably showcases the duo’s passion for analogue gear and unorthodox production techniques. Until now, it has simply been tagged as ‘Unreleased Bicep’ on countless bootleg recordings from recent gigs with thousands of streams, uploaded by fans trying desperately to ID and get their hands on the track. Its release sent it straight into the Spotify UK Viral Chart at #5 and earned repeat spins from Annie Mac, Pete Tong and Lauren Laverne. 

‘Glue’, another standout, embodies the raw energy of UK rave culture, references skeletal UKG and could have emerged from the studio of Orbital or Underworld at their trailblazing best. Elsewhere, ‘Ayr’ - described by its creators as “an experiment in almost every way” - weaves layer upon layer of Matt and Andy’s own handclaps and vocals into a stunning choral piece underpinned by weighty 808s that recalls vintage Boards Of Canada; and the breezy electro of ’Ayaya’ tips its hat to classic early ‘90s Autechre. 
 
Bicep are first and foremost music lovers with a deep-rooted knowledge and passion for music of all varieties. Having been introduced to electronic music via the likes of Aphex Twin and Laurent Garnier, they started digging deeper into IDM, Italo, techno, electro, jungle & everything in between. Over the span of their 10-year career, they have celebrated the music that inspires them via their Feelmybicep blog, initially an outlet for, and now a contributing factor to, their intense record collecting habit. Founded in 2008, its runaway success (it now sees over 100,000 visitors a month) spawned a record label of the same name, a club night, and took the duo out of the UK and embedded them on the international stage via highly sought after DJ sets that reflected the eclecticism celebrated on their blog - an impeccably curated blend of upfront tracks and exclusive edits mixed with deep-dug house and disco cuts (rediscovered, dusted off and given a new lease of life). Accordingly they are venerated as trusted and esteemed curators in electronic music today. 
 
Cutting their production teeth with releases on Throne Of Blood, Traveller Records, Mystery Meat and Love Fever, Will Saul then snapped up the duo for a string of releases on his Aus Music imprint, including the now certified classic “Just EP” bearing the dazzling and ubiquitous title track that became the undisputed club track of 2015 and earned Bicep both Mixmag and DJ Mag’s ‘Track of the Year’. The duo have also collaborated with another groundbreaking UK duo - Simian Mobile Disco - and remixed for the likes of Disclosure, Blood Orange and 808 State.
 
The formidable DJs (#8 in Resident Advisor’s 2016 poll) have toured the world over, curating and selling out a long list of Feel My Bicep parties including Manchester Warehouse Project, a 12-week residency at XOYO and their annual Italo Disco parties. 
 
In 2016 Andy and Matt built and tested a roof-raising live show - a powerful counterpoint to their much loved DJ sets that not only highlights the breadth and depth of the Bicep discography, brings to the fore both their skilful production and formidable engineering chops, but again reinforces their genius curatorial flair. Earlier this year they took Coachella and Primavera festivals by storm and sold out their recent London show at Village Underground in 3 minutes flat. Following the album’s release, they’ll embark on an extensive live headline world tour including a stop at Electric Brixton in London. 

BICEP ALBUM LIVE TOUR:
23/06/17 - GLASTONBURY FESTIVAL - PILTON - UK
28/06/17 - ROSKILDE FESTIVAL - ROSKILDE - DK
11/07/17 - MOSAIC - IBIZA - ES
15/07/17 - MELT! FESTIVAL - FERROPOLIS - DE
04/08/17 - DEKMANTEL FESTIVAL - AMSTERDAM - NL
05/08/17 - THE LIQUID ROOM - EDINBURGH - UK*
10/08/17 - INTO THE FACTORY - STORA VIKA - SE
12/08/17 - FLOW FESTIVAL - HELSINKI - FL
01/09/17 - ELECTRIC PICNIC - STRADBALLY - IE
16/09/17 - REWORKS FESTIVAL - THESSALONIKI - GR* 
20/09/17 - BLITZ - MUNICH - DE
22/09/17 - INVISIBLE WIND FACTORY - LIVERPOOL - UK
28/09/17 - TRAMSHED - CARDIFF - UK*
29/09/17 - CONCORDE II - BRIGHTON - UK* 
30/09/17 - AVA  PRESENTS - ULSTER HALL - BELFAST - UK*
05/10/17 - CONTRA -  SEOUL (DJ) - KR
08/10/17 - CONTACT - TOKYO (DJ) - JP
13/10/17 - ECHO PLEX - LOS ANGELES - US
14/10/17 - TBA - NEW YORK - US
19/10/17 - PARADISO NOORD - AMSTERDAM - NL* 
26/10/17 - THE OLD FIRE STATION - BOURNEMOUTH - UK*
27/10/17 - HOPE WORKS - SHEFFIELD - UK* 
28/10/17 - CANAL MILLS - LEEDS - UK*
03/11/17 - LE PETIT SALON - LYON - FR
04/11/17 - PITCHFORK FESTIVAL - PARIS - FR
11/11/17 - ELECTRIC BRIXTON - LONDON - UK*
17/11/17 - MOTION - BRISTOL - UK
18/11/17 - TBA - MANCHESTER - UK*
23/11/17 - KESSELHAUS - BERLIN - DE* 
24/11/17 - KINO LUNA - WARSAW - PL*
25/11/17 - NITSA - BARCELONA - ES*
30/11/17 - BAAD - GLASGOW - UK*
02/12/17 - RAINBOW WAREHOUSE - BIRMINGHAM - UK*

* HAMMER SUPPORTING

bicepmusic.com 
